
Remembrance of  our

Beloved Departed

A n d  I  s a w  t h e  b o a t   
w h i c h  c a r r i e s  s o u l s  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r   
a n d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h a t  b o a t  w a s  l o v e .

S t .  J o h n  o f  t h e  C r o s s .  
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Welcome and Invi tat ion to  Prayer  

words  of  welcome 

Opening Prayer:  

God of  Love  and Hope,  you are  with us  a lways  
as  we cross  the  r ivers  of  l i fe .  We carry with us  
wisdom, values  and the  capaci ty  to  wonder.

We gather  here  in  a  posture  of  prayerful   
openness  to  remember our loved ones  who have  
died.    As we remember them, we come with  
l i s tening hearts ,  lov ing spir i t s  and holy wonder.  
May those  who are  gr iev ing f ind the  s trength 
and understanding they need to  cope  with each 
day.    Teach us  to  be  pat ient  with ourse lves  and 
to  le t  your presence  be  our constant  s trength.  
We make thi s  prayer  through Chris t  our  Lord.      

Amen 
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Candle  Light ing 

We l ight  three  candles  for  the  Trin i ty  of  Love:   

God above  us ,  God bes ide  us ,  God beneath us ;   

the  beginning,  the  end,  the  ever last ing One.  

Leader  1 :   God among us  

Al l :   Surround us  wi th your love  

Leader  2:   God among us  

Al l :   Surround us  wi th  your peace  

Leader  3:   God among us  

Al l :   Surround us  wi th your grace  

Symbol ic  l ight ing of  three  candles  
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In the  beginning before  t ime,  before  people ,  before  the  world   
began,  GOD WAS. 
Here  and now among us,  beside  us ,  GOD IS. 
In the  future ,  when we have  turned to  dust  and al l  we  know has 
found i t s  fu l f i lment ,  GOD WILL BE. 

Choose a suitable song: 

E.g.  Enfold  me in  your Love-
Monica Brown – CD Quiet  My Soul  
Enfold me in  Your love   
Enfold me in  Your love   
Encirc le  me O God
Surround me wi th Your love   

     Come f i l l  me with Your 
love  
Or  

Sit  in  Light  -  Jan Novotka 
CD Emergence  
Si t  in Light .  Breathe  in  Peace.   
Rest  in  Love.   
One wi th Light ,  wi th Peace;   
Ground of  Love.  
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Short  t ime of  s i l ence,  to  deepen awareness  of  be ing  
enfo lded in God’s  love  and l ight .  

Reading:  John 12:35-36 
The Light  i s  among you.    Walk by the  
l ight  you have  so  that  darkness  doesn’ t   
des troy you.   If  you walk in  darkness  you 
don’t  know where  you are  going.    As you 
have  the  l ight ,  be l ieve  in  the  l ight .   Then 
the  l ight  wi l l  be  wi thin you and shining 
through your l ives.  

Quiet  t ime 

Reflection 
Death seems so cr§el, so pur�oseless at times.  But it’s not.  Death is what aler¥s
the rest of us to life .
There is a period when the par¥s of us that died with the death of those we loved
rises again in the recollection of past moments and the tears of past tender�ess.
This is when we know for cer¥ain that ever® deed we ever do lives on somewhere
in someone who remembers it.   This is when we are made to see death as a
prod to life.

Death gives us all the gist of time - our own and the time of those around us.
It calls us to stop and look at sunflowers nex¥ time, to care for the g¢asses
always, to embrace the planet forever, to pay aŴention to our Šiends, to take
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comfor¥ in the dark, to remember that daffodils will unfold again.   It is time to plant
spring in our own hear¥s, to remember the light that no darkness can take away.
There is only one breath bet«een life and death.  The impor¥ant thing is to make
ever® breath count .

People ret§r� to us aster they die -not in body but in essence.   Then we see most
clearly who they were.   The cent¢al question of life is:  What will people see in me
then, what essence of my life will remain with those lest behind?

The death of someone we know reminds us that we are still alive for a pur�ose.
Our g¢owing is not over yet; our giving is not finished.

A Month of Memories: Words of Comfor¥ on the Death of a Loved One
Joan ChiŴister 

Quiet  t ime  

“T he l i fe  and death o f a human being  
is so exquisi te ly cal ibrated  
as to automatical ly produce  

union with Spirit .” 

Kathleen Dowling Singh 
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A Space to Remember 

Leader
We now ce lebrate  the  memory of  our  loved ones who have  touched 
and enriched our  l ives  in  so  many ways.  

Read the  names  of  our Mercy Sis ter s  who have  d ied 

Members recal l  the  names of  family  members  and fr iends who have  
d ied.   

Quiet  t ime for  s i l ent  prayer  

Prayer  

God of  our  journey we know that  we do not  trave l  a lone   
for  you are constant ly  with us.          
Be our  companion al l  the  days of  our  l ives.          
Uphold us in  t imes of  gr ie f .            
Direct  our  s teps  a long the  path of  hopefulness.       
Give  us courage to  trust  in  our emptiness  and pain.  
May we learn to  be  pat ient  with ourse lves .          
Strengthen us,  so  that  we  may reach out  to  others  in  the ir  
need.      Amen.
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              :  Magnif icat  of  Wait ing for  The Ful lness  of  Time
        Luke 1 :56 

My soul  ref lec t s  quie t ly  on your fu l lness ,  and my spir i t  grows 
s tronger  in  the  hope of  your promise ,  God my redeemer,  because   
you have  f i l l ed  me with the  knowing that  you are  a l ive  within me.  

Yes ,  day by day through the  course  of  t ime,  my awareness  of  the  
cal l  to  ble s sed ful f i lment  increases  for  you have  done great  things   
in  me.  

Holy i s  thi s  t ime,  and pat ience  i s  your gi f t  to  a l l  who nurture  the  
seed of  your love .  

You have  changed my l i fe ;  I  was  so  conf ident  in  my unknowing.  

My own def ini te  p lans  now give  way in  wonder,  as  you spread  
before  me your v i s ion of  fragi le  s implic i ty.  

My longing to  be  a  heal ing and reconci l ing person to  your people   
i s  af f irmed within the  dai ly  comings and goings of  my l i fe .   
My i l lusions of  my own wholeness  are  merc i ful ly  revealed.  

You are  here  now in thi s  seeming emptiness  of  wai t ing,   
remembering your intent ,  according to  the  promise  made in  the   
beginning of  t ime.  

Remembering your intent  to  reach through the  example  of  my l i fe  
that  your ful lness  may be  known now,  in  our  t ime.       Amen.  
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ט ᄈ ᄔ ښ ᄂ ᄈ ᄊ  ᄇ ؄  ᅚ ᄅ t ᄂ ᄈ ᄁ۾ ᄂ ᄊ ᄊ i ᄇ ᄅ
Gracious God,  as  we gather  to  ce l ebrate  the  l i f e  and death of  our   
s i s ters ,  family  members  and fr iends we pray that  our  Church,  i t ’ s   
l eaders and people  may cont inue  to  walk towards the  newness  and 
wholeness  you offer  us.      
Response :  Breathe  in  us a  renewed spir i t  of  compass ionate  presence.  

We thank you,  God,  for  the  years  of  commitment  and f ide l i ty  g iven by 
our loved ones who have  died.  With great  grat i tude  for  the ir  example ,  
may we cont inue  to  cross  the  r ivers  of  l i f e  in  boats  of  love .        
Response :  Breathe  in  us a  renewed spir i t  of  compass ionate  presence.  

Holy Breath of  God,  you st ir  among us cont inuously.    Warmed by 
thi s  breath may al l  of  us  be  encouraged and energized to  cont inue  
working in  Mercy and Just ice  for  your people ,  here  and now,   
according as we  fee l  ca l led.       
Response :  Breathe  in  us a  renewed spir i t  of  compass ionate  presence .  

As you gi f ted those  gone before  us  wi th caring hearts  and c lear   
d i scernment  to  carry out  the ir  miss ion and mini stry,  grant  that  we too  
may be  able  to  cal l  on these  g i f t s  to  empower each other  and those  
whose  l ives  we  touch.        
Response :  Breathe  in  us a  renewed spir i t  of  compass ionate  presence .  

Gracious God,  grant  your heal ing and wholeness  to  a l l  who are  s i ck.    
May those  who exper ience  lone l iness  f ind a  l i s t ening ear  in  us.        
Response :  Breathe  in  us a  renewed spir i t  of  compass ionate  presence .  
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We pray for  our  community/cluster  here  in  ………………..  for  our  
Congregat ion,  for  the  family  members,  re lat ives  and fr iends of  those  who 
have  died.    We ask you,  God to  ble ss  them with heal th and sereni ty.      
We remember al l  the  deceased members of  our  congregat ion and our 
famil ie s ,  a sking that  they may now enjoy eternal  peace  and joy.         
Response :  Breathe  in  us a  renewed spir i t  of  compass ionate  presence .  

We l ive  our  l ives  in  the  she l ter  of  our  community,  fr iends and  
ne ighbours.   We thank you,  our  car ing God,  for  the  generous and  
grac ious support  we  have  exper ienced from them espec ia l ly  during our  
t imes of  gr ief .   May they in  turn know your love  and bles s ing.           
Response :  Breathe  in  us a  renewed spir i t  of  compass ionate  presence .  

Include  your own community/personal  prayers  

Pray together :  Our Father  

Clos ing Prayer 

For al l  that  God can do within us ;   
for  a l l  that  God can do wi thout  us   
Thanks  be  to  God  

For al l  in  whom Chris t  l ives  before  us ;   
for  a l l  in  whom Chri st  l ives  bes ide  us  
Thanks  be  to  God    

For al l  that  the  Spir i t  wants  to  bring us ;   
for  where  the  Spir i t  wants  to  send us  
Thanks  be  to  God    
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ד ᅜ ᅖ ᅢ ᅢ ᅚ ᅞ ח
May we l ive  from a place  of  God’s  compass ionate  presence   
shining through us  to  warm al l  those  who are  gr iev ing.  

May we l ive  from a rhythm of  work and res t ,  s i l ence  and word,   
s t i l lness  and act ion – gi f t s  g iven to  the  universe  by God for  our  
wel l-being.  

May we l ive  as  sacraments  of  God’s  s trength to  those  who gr ieve  

May we l ive  from a deep sense  of  God’s  cal l  in  our l ives  

May we l ive  by being fai thful  to  our own journey 
May we l ive  in  peace  with those  who are  troubled and anxious    

May we l ive  by opening our lone l iness  to  God and to  those  with 
whom we can cul t ivate  a  heal thy interdependence  

May we l ive  by being changed by our journey –  
becoming complete ly  at  peace  with ourse lves  and with God.  
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Loss  makes  art i s t s  of  us  a l l     
as  we weave new patterns       
in  the  fabric  of  our  l ives . 

Respond to  those  who are  gr iev ing      
wi th as  much lov ing heart      
and compass ionate  presence  as  poss ible  

There  i s  not  a lways  a  so lut ion to  grief   
and los s ,  but  there  i s  a lways a  poss ib le   
response .  

I thought: maybe death isn't darknes s, after all, 
but so much l ight wrapping it sel f around us— 

as sof t as feathers— 

Mary Oliver 
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Mercy Congregational Leadership Team 
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