
Remembrance  of  our  beloved  

Departed Sisters of Mercy

“And  the  wor ld  c annot  be  d i s c o ve r ed   

by  a  j ou rney  o f  m i l e s ,   

no  matt e r  how l ong ,   

bu t  on l y  by  a  sp i r i t ua l  j ou rney ,   

a  j ou rney  o f  on e  i n ch ,   

v e r y  a rduou s  and  humb l i ng  and  j oy f u l ,   

by  wh i ch  we  a r r i v e  a t  t he  g r ound  a t  ou r  f e e t ,

and  l ea rn  to  b e  a t  h ome” .    (Wendell Berry) 
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Soft music 
lighting of the candle 

Focus for a few moments on the candle 
and on the symbols in the centrepiece 
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Welcome :  We come as  a  community,  to our prayer t ime  today to

remember with love  our mercy s is ters ,  family members ,  fr iends  and 
re lat ives  who have  died during this  pas t  year.   Through our prayer 
and compass ionate  presence ,  may those  who have  los t  loved ones  f ind 
the  s trength and unders tanding they need to  cope  each day.    

May we  be  pat ient  with l i fe  and a l low God’s  mercy and love  to  be  
our constant  s trength.   As  we  support  one  another in  our grie f ,  we  
pray that  God wi l l  f i l l  our hearts  with deeper fa i th  and s tronger  
empathy.  

Light ing of  candle  
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(CD Return Home by Jan Novotka) 

(To  l i s t en  t o  th i s  hymn :  

Go  to  g oog l e ,   

Type  I Tune s  Re tu rn  Home  by  Jan  Novo t ka  

F i nd  the  CD  cov e r  en t i t l ed  Re tu rn  Home  

C l i c k  V i ew i n  i Tune s  undernea th  th e  CD  cov e r  

C l i c k  Launch  app l i c a t i on  

C l i c k  No t o  th e  n ex t  qu e s t i on  

C l i c k  Retu rn  Home  

Othe rw i se  p ray  s i l e n t l y  th e  abo ve  words  en ter i ng  

i n t o  the  e s s ence  and peace  o f  you r  sou l  o r   

s e l e c t  a  hymn o f  your  cho i c e )   

Pause  

(Recal l  in  s i lence  the  names  of  those  you wish to  remember this  day.) 

Pause  

Hymn :  R e t u r n  H om e

Return home  
Return home  
Return to  the  essence   
of  your be ing  
Return to  your truth,  
Return to  your heart  
Return and res t .  

Return home  
Return home  
Return to  the  peace  that  
is  your soul  
Return to  your truth,  
Return to  your heart  
Return and res t .   
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In the  presence  of  God we  remember and g ive  thanks  for the ir  l ives  
and the  richness  of  hope  that  we  have  rece ived from them.  

Read i n g :  B o o k  o f  L am e n t a t i o n s  

(Chapter  3:21 -26) 

I wi l l  ca l l  th is  to  mind,  as  my reason for hope :  

The favours  of  God are  not  exhausted.  

God’s  merc ies  are  not  spent ;  

They are  renewed each morning,  so  great  is  God’s  fa ithfulnes s .  

My port ion is  my God,  says  my soul ;  

Therefore  I wi l l  hope  in God.  

Good i s  God to  the  one who waits  and to the  soul  who seeks .  

It  is  good to  hope in s i lence  for the  saving he lp of  God.  

This  is  the  Word of  God.  

Pause  

Choose  Reflect ion 1  or 2  
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Re f l e c t i o n  1

We l ive  in  hope .  

Throughout  our l ives  we  long,  wait  and hope for  

one thing or another.  

Living in hope keeps  us  in  touch with our Spiri t  –  

the  Spirit  of  God.  

Our hope  goes  beyond this  world.  

We hope  for a  l i fe  without  end.  

Our fa i th  g ives  us  a  bas is  for such a  hope .  

It  means  that ,  though we  die ,  we  die  in  hope .  

We die  in  hope  in expectat ion of  the  dawn.  

Pause  

Reflect  on the  ques t ion:  If  s ome were  to  say to  you 

“Speak to me of  hope” how would you re spond? 

Share  
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Re f l e c t i o n  2

“We must  suffer through to  something higher,  

something more  unif ied,  more  conscious ,  more  be ing in love .  

Hope must  be  born over and over again,   

for where  there  is  love ,  there  is  hope .     

Chris t ian l i fe  is  birthing love  into  greater unity;   

i t  is  our contribut ion to  a  universe  in  evo lut ion.     

We point  the  way to  something more than ourse lves ,   

something up ahead that  we are  now part ic ipat ing in,   

where  heaven and earth wi l l  be  renewed.”    

(Il l ia  Del io  – The Unbearable Wholeness  of  Being.  p. 198)  

Pause  

Reflect  on the  ques t ion:  If  s ome were  to  say to  you 

“Speak to me of  hope” how would you re spond?  

Share  
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Prayerful ly  read the  names  of  the  s is ters  who died s ince  las t  
November.  

If  the  name of  a  Sis ter from your community/c lus ter is  read,   
a  member of  the  group comes  forward to l ight  a  candle/night  l ight  
in  remembrance  of  her and places  it  on the  centrepiece .   

On the  centrepiece ,  Sisters  may have  placed the ir own memoria l  
cards ,  photographs  or symbols  of  remembrance  of  a  community 
member,  a  family  member,  a  friend or a  re lat ive .  

Invite  Sis ters  to  take  some t ime  to  name and pray for the ir  loved 
ones  who have  died.    

They also may wish to come forward and l ight  a  candle/night  l ight  
in  honour of  the ir  loved one  who has  died.  

Page 8



Re f l e c t i o n

Death a lerts  us  to  l i fe  

In the  reco l le ct ion of  pas t  moments  and the  tears  o f   

pas t  tendernes s  

In the  knowledge  that  every deed we  ever do  l ives  on somewhere  

In our awarenes s  o f  the  g ift  o f  t ime   

In s topping  to  look at  f lowers ,   

In caring  for nature        

In embrac ing  the  planet ,        

In paying  at tent ion  

In taking  comfort  in  the  darkness  and the  l ight .  

In remembering  ‘The  Light’  that  no  darkness  can take  away.  

Pause  

Page 9



P ray e r

Stream of  Love,  a l l  encouraging  
Gather  us  as  your cherished ones  
In welcoming embrace.  

Stream of Compassion, bond with us, 
Hold our tears in the tender cup 
Of your love. 

Stream of  Goodness ,  pour your l ight  
Into  our l ives  l ike  a  sunbeam  
At dawn.  

Stream of  Mercy,  rece ive  our sorrow  
With unders tanding,  as  you continue  
To bel ieve  in  us .  

Stream of  Hope,  ever g lorious  
Ever  present ,  k is s  our vis ion  
And enrich our dreams .    Amen.  

Pause  
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P ray e r s  o f  I n t e r c e s s i o n

We pray for  the  peopl e of  the world  and for  our  l eaders  that  the   
Chr is t ian v is ion  of  peace,  hope and jus t ic e  f or  a l l  may everywhere  
be respec ted.   
Lord,  hear us .  

We pray for  the  needy of  a l l  cont inents  and countries ,  part icularly  thos e  
who have  exper ienced great  hardship and trauma in  recent  t imes .  
Lord,  hear us .  

We remember the members  of  our  Congregat ion,  our  famil i es ,  
rela t ions  and fr iends  as  we reca l l  the ir  l ives  of  l ove  and hope.    
We remember them with af fec t ion and gra ti tude,   
and commend them to the care  of  our  l ov ing  God.  
Lord,  hear us .  

We pray for  a l l  who care  for  the s ick and the  dying  espec ia l ly  those  
who care  f or  our  s ick s is t ers .  
Lord,  hear us .  

We pray that  we wil l  continue to be  a  compass ionate  pres ence  of  God 
to those  who gr ieve  the  death of  l oved ones .  
Lord,  hear us .  

We pray for  a  deeper  awareness  of  our  in terdependence  and 
interconnec tedness  w ith  a l l  of  l i f e.  
Lord,  hear us .  Page 11



Pray together The  Lord’s  Prayer  

Let  us  pray:  

Spiri t  of  God,  a l low us  to  re lease  our loves  ones  to  You,  

s t i l l  fee l ing  the ir  abiding love  and knowing the ir  guidance .  

Let  us  s tand in so l idarity,  as  they would wish  

with the  courage  of  a  community  of  Hope - 

Being Hope  to  each other and to  a l l  o f  creat ion.  

May we  return to  your truth and to  the  essence  of  our be ing.  

Through Chris t  our Lord,  Amen  
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BLE S S ING

May we  go  forth with joy and hope .   
May we  go  forth with remembering hearts ,  
grate ful  for a l l  that  we have  shared.  

May we go  forth with arms  he ld wide ,   
open to  what  God sends  to  us  for merc iful  embrace .  

May we  go  forth as  we  take  our journey inch by inch 
to  walk the  ways  of  mercy.  

May we  go  forth with enthus ias t ic  fa ith  in God,  
in  one  another and in a l l  o f  l i fe .  

May God the  Trinity  of  love  -  Creator,  Word and Wisdom - 
Bless  each one  of  a l l  and a l l  whom we  love .    

 (Adapted from Mary Wickham rsm)  
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When Death Comes  

When death comes… 
I want to  s tep through the  door ful l  o f  curios ity…  
Therefore  I look upon everything  
as  a  brotherhood and a  s is terhood…  

and I think of  each l i fe  as  a  f lower…  
and each name a comfortable  mus ic  in  the  mouth  
tending as  a l l  mus ic  does ,  toward s i lence ,  
and each body a  l ion of  courage ,  and something  
prec ious  to  the  earth.  

When it 's  over,  I want  to  say:  a l l  my l i fe  
I was  a  bride  married to  amazement…  

When it 's  over,  I don' t  want to  wonder  
i f  I have  made  of  my li fe  something part icular,  and rea l .  
I don't  want  to  f ind myse lf  s ighing and frightened  
or ful l  o f  argument .  
I don't  want  to  end up s imply having vis ited this  world.  

Mary Oliver  
(House  of  Light) 
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Mercy Congregational Leadership Team 
Rachamim, 13/14 Moyle Park, Convent Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, Ireland. 
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