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: Otteran’s Schools (Mercy Convent)
%Ws 5 far . — '

’ n | Monday of last week was an epoch- |
LJ& ,'r?ﬂ ; "1|1la1{mg .day in the: educationat histary ) i
of Waterfor in general and of St. Otter-{ *
(\) ; an’s Schools in particular. During the

U e lﬁi.L‘f week-engq Dr. Montessori, whose fame is
world-wide in connection with the edu-

catjon of the young, paid a visit to Water-
ford and spent Monday at St. Otteran’s,
the pioneer school in connection with the R
movemént in Waterford, for here since
March, 1920, Dr. Montessori’s ideals and
principles have been in operation,
Though the notice of her arrival was [
| short, everything was done to make Dr.
|| Montessori's first visit to Ireland mem-
il orable.  An address suitably worded to
| | the areat occasion was read by Migs Win-
|| nie Cummins, one of the genior pupils, |’
| | while Miss ‘Joan Stafford = presented a
| | beautiful bouquet, : [
| After the presentation Dr, Montessori, ‘
who was accompanieq by Major /Dease,
late Commissioner of the National School
Board, Miss Cornish, her interpreter, and
(| Mrs, Gibbon (Montessori representative
for Ireland) visited hér own department
of the school, at the door of which she
was met by a group of children, each of
whom held a letter forming in pink roses
the words “Benuto, Signorina.”’ which
translate the Italian form of Welcome.”

Dr. Montessori spent some time observ- ol 4
ing the children at their work and was
delighted to see how truly her spirit had |
been interpreted by the Sisters of Mercy.
The true Montessori atmosphere of hap-
piness, of interest and of perfect quiet:
was maintained. On leaving that depart-
ment Dr. Montessori wrote her impres-
sions of her visit in the visitors’ book and
exprossed how charmed she was to find .
her ideals embodied in such periect form ‘.
| by the children,  She further expressed |
the wich that she might have again the
happiness of paying another visit to the
schools.

|
Dr. Montessori then visited the senior |
department of the school and followed |
with delight the progress of the pupils, |
a great many of whom had spen their
earlier years under her system, & |
She was there entertained by, the pu- -
{| pils to a feast of Irish dancing and.song |
—a treat with which she expressed; her- |
solf delighted as it was her fixsh/oppor-
tunity of witnessing such an exhibition.
The concert closed with a  delightful
¢Salve” to the Dotteressa, specially com-
|| posed and arranged for the oceasion,
[|" The visit was in every sense a happy
one, as anyone who met the Dotteressa
should be delighted with her charming
personality. |
Before leaving, Dr. Montessori signed [
the visitors' beok and wrote her impres- l
sions of the visit as follows:— ‘
1lo provato qui una commoxione vivifi- ‘

cante a indimenti cabile.  Perfexione
nelle vostre opere e vita nelle vostre
anime; cio ho ammirato in questa casa
dave sento il desederio s'vitornare.

{ Maria Montessori,
\ 27 Guigno, 1927.

1 have been very favourahly impressed

v what I have experienced here, and T
chall never forget it. Perfection in youv
work and vitality in your asnire}tiom';:
this is, in brief, what 1 have admired in
vour establishment, where already I have
a desire to return.

i ‘ Maria Montessori,
27th June, 1927. :




