
The first school in Navan was established in Bakery Lane in 1856.  Another school was built on the 

Leighsbrook property where senior pupils were catered for.  In addition to the ordinary school 

subjects special attention was given to Music, French, Elocution, Drill, Art, Fancy Needlework, and 

Elementary Science.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 5 May 1969 a new £100,000 secondary school was opened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This building was first used to cater for second level pupils.  
It was registered in 1925 as a second level school. 

St. Joseph's Primary School, Navan 

St. Joseph's Secondary School, Navan 
www.mercynavan.ie   

http://www.mercynavan.ie/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1879 Dr. Nulty, bishop of Meath purchased a house and farm at Violet Hill, later known as St. 

Mary's, Athlumney and made it over to the Sisters on September 15 1879.  They established a 

bakery, a public laundry and a dairy there.   

 

When the Meath Mercy Union was formed in 1975, Athlumney was chosen as the generalate.  

Since 2000, St. Mary's has a resident community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Workhouse and Our Lady's Hospital 

 

In 1891 the Sisters were asked by the Board of Guardians to superintend the running of what was 

then the Navan Workhouse/Hospital.  

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

St. Mary's, Athlumney 

St. Mary's, Athlumney 

Our Lady's Hospital, Navan 



With the advent of the new Irish Free State workhouses were abolished in 1921 and the old and 

infirm in Navan were sent to be cared for by the Sisters in the County Home in Trim, later called  

St. Joseph's Hospital.  Our Lady's Hospital was run by the Sisters.  Three nursing Sisters moved 

from their residence at Our Lady's Hospital to Sacré Coeur, Navan, on October 1 1993.  They are 

still involved in a pastoral care role in the hospital. 

 

 


